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was too late. "Such," he said, "was the reward I received for nearly forty years of public service in the highest offices, such was the manner in which it was intimated to me that the cup of honourable ambition had been dashed from my lips, and that I could never aspire to the highest office in the service of the Crown/'1 There was something pathetic in this childlike longing for office; there was an unknown and wonderfully human figure revealed at this first crushing set-back. Had he tasted such disappointment earlier in life there might have been less anguish in his later days and no Mr. Baldwin.
As it was, Mr. Baldwin visited the King during the Tuesday afternoon. He returned to Downing Street at 4.15 amid a throng of Pressmen, and quietly exclaimed, "I need your prayers rather than your congratulations." He doubted for the moment his ability to apply the panaceas he had always believed would cure the situation. There would be much more wanted than the enthusiasm of his none too brilliant supporters.
He immediately wrote Lord Curzon a request that he should continue at the Foreign Office in the new Government. He pressed him not to resign. Lord Curzon, who by this time had accepted the situation philosophically, replied that he had every desire to retire, but that he would continue at the Foreign Office because he wished to show no mistrust in the new administration. On May sgth there was a party meeting at the Hotel Cecil. Lord Curzon again rose with magnanimity to do his duty to Mr. Baldwin and proposed him as leader of the Party to succeed Mr. Bonar Law. This effort must have been to Lord Curzon very great. He could not refrain from saying of the new Prime Minister that "he possessed the supreme and indispensable quality of not being a peer." Then with a subtle touch of wit and understanding he compared him to Cin-cinnatus, the Roman statesman who had left his farm to save his country. He referred to the famous speech then
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